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PRESS RELEASE

Founder and CEO of German BRAIN AG, Dr. Holger Zin-

ke, is awarded with the "Deutschen Umweltpreis 2008

“German biotech company pacemaker for sustainability*

Zwingenberg, 30.09.2008 - The ,,Deutsche Umweltpreis* 2008 of the
German ,,Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt” (DBU) is awarded to Dr.
Holger Zinke, CEO of German BRAIN AG in Zwingenberg. The hessian
entrepreneur and pioneer within industrial biotechnology segment
will receive one half of the within Europe most lucrative environ-
mental prize, worth 500.000 euros, in the Rostock Town Hall on 26
October. It will be presented by German President Horst Kéhler. With
the “Deutschen Umweltpreis” the DBU recognizes the achievements
of Dr. Holger Zinke and his company BRAIN AG, built up by the en-
trepreneur.

“For industrial or “white” biotechnology , defined as the use of the
natures toolbox for industrial applications, helps save energy and
materials, eases the burden on finite resources, protects the envi-
ronment and improves the economic value added. The manifold
fields of application and the spectrum of methods offered by this
technology make it a key cross-industrial technology that helps to
achieve sustainable development”, Dr. Fritz Brickwedde, secretary
general of DBU said. “Dr. Zinke represents a type of modern, innova-
tive entrepreneur in a pioneering branch of industry, who combines
in his person inventiveness, commitment, creativity and assertiveness

in an exemplary fashion®.
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BRAIN AG, founded in 1993 by Dr. Holger Zinke, is a pioneer of industrial
biotechnology and until today has developed to one of the technologically
leading companies within this growing segment. Based on strategic collabo-
rations with established industrial companies within the chemical-, pharma-
ceutical-, cosmetics and nutrition sectors BRAIN identifies and develops e.g.
micro-organisms and enzymes or biocatalysts for biochemical reactions yield-
ing in an additional industrial benefit. In many segments of consumer goods
also consumers and customers benefit from these developments. For exam-
ple these active product components improve the washing performance of
detergents or the skin tolerance of cosmetics products or reduce the sugar
content in soft drinks. Besides that they also are the key for the identification
of novel products for the future markets. BRAIN finds itself in the centre of

the process of ““biologisation” of the chemical industry.

Currently almost three fourth of all chemicals are produced using crude oil-
based educts. Since 1998 the costs of these molecules increased more than
ten times. Additionally the costs for energy within the chemical production
processes permanently increase and in many processes stand for up to 50%
of the cost of goods. Enzyme based production processes as they are identi-
fied and developed by BRAIN stand for a highly efficient substitute for pet-
rol-based production. They decrease the emission of pollutants and signifi-
cantly reduce the resources and energy input, yielding in a significant reduc-

tion of process costs.

”The award ’Deutscher Umweltpreis* is a great honour for me as an entre-
preneur but also for the company BRAIN AG with all its employees and sup-
porter, who during the last years were engaged in many industrial biotech-
nology projects with the goal to move these technologies forward. Concur-
rently we understand this award as a confirmation of or business model of
the industrial transformation and as a great motivation push for further
product developments within sustainable economisation”, states Dr. Holger
Zinke, CEO of BRAIN AG. We are proud that our contribution for a sustain-

able economic, ecologic and with this also social developments, as they are
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achieved through the use of enzymes as biocatalysts in industrial processes
or as low temperature detergent enzymes, are honoured with this striking

award. Even more as the innovations achieved are a key task of our future.”

About BRAIN AG

BRAIN AG is an industrial ““white” biotech company which discovers and develops novel bio-
active natural compounds and proprietary enzymes for its partners and customers in the
chemical and pharmaceutical industries as well as the food and cosmetics industries. With its
unique approach to the discovery and production of new biological compounds and biocata-
lysts, the company achieves creative solutions by harnessing nature’s untapped biodiversity. Its
success is built on its proprietary BioArchive comprising millions of genes, proteins and meta-
bolic pathways from microbial isolates and metagenome libraries. Since its foundation in
1993, BRAIN has entered over 50 strategic collaborations with nearly all relevant companies
within the chemical industry. BRAIN has entered partnerships with BASF, Ciba, Clariant,
Evonik Degussa, Genencor, Henkel, Nutrinova, Sandoz, Schering, Stidzucker and Symrise, only
to name a few.

www.brain-biotech.de

The ,Deutsche Umweltpreis”

Delegates of some 130 institutions — as e.g German Max-Planck- and Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft,
conservation-, employer- and inter-trade organisations, unions, churches and media — during
the last few months nominated their favourite candidate for the 2008 award. The numerous
nominations were carefully analysed and structured by a 16 members counting expert-jury
consisting persons from academia, business and society. Finally the DBU-Kuratorium, headed
by Hubert Weinzierl, president of the Deutsche Naturschutzring, comes to the annual deci-
sion. The idea behind the award is to induce people, companies or even organisations to
identify ecological problems in time and to develop strategies to ease them right at the be-

ginning.

Since 1993, being the 16th time this year, the Deutsche Umweltpreis awards striking pioneers
of ecology. Besides many others the ozone researcher and Nobel laureate in chemisty, Profes-
sor Dr. Paul J. Crutzen (1994), and the former director of the environment program of the
United Nations, Prof. Dr. Klaus Topfer (2002), as well as the entrepreneurs Dr. Georg Winter
(1995), Dr. Michael Otto (1997), Dr. Franz Ehrensperger (2001) and Hans G. Huber (2006)

received this prize.

Please find further informations dealing with the ,,Deutschen Umweltpreis* under:
www.dbu.de/343.html
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Pictures:

™ Portrait of Dr. Holger Zinke, CEO of BRAIN AG and winner of

S

the Deutsche Umweltpreis 2008.

O BRAIN AG, Zwingenberg — reprint permitted with byline

BRAIN-Biotechnology-company in Zwingenberg, Germany. The
1934 in the Bauhaus-style erected main building is part of the
BRAIN Technology campus at the Zwingenberg location and
meanwhile is listed as a cultural monument.

O BRAIN AG, Zwingenberg — reprint permitted with byline

Pictures and text:

...can be downloaded under www.brain-biotech.de
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